
News and happenings...
Trinity Preschool  October means the consignment sale has 
passed!  Thank you to all of our faithful volunteers - especially 
the all-day/every-day Pat Lee & Debbie Clegg!  We could  never 
make it through without those who volunteer for set-up, the 
Bradleys and their crew for break-down, Cassandra Mayer and 
her crew, and Sue Bailey and Francis Williams at the check-out 
stations!  There are also many of you who volunteered to work 
in the parking lot, at drop-off and on the floor, and, thankfully, 
there are too many to name!  Please know that without you the 
sale couldn’t be successful, and I am grateful for each of you!  
Although we were down a bit in sales, we certainly made what 
we need for the preschool, and we have a few ideas to increase 
shoppers and volunteers for the spring sale (March 13 & 14).  

October also means, hopefully, that fall is here and whether 
or not if feels like it, the preschool has lots of fun and learning 
planned!  Storybook Theatre will be here to present Chicken Lit-
tle for us, and we will also have our Pumpkin Harvest Festival.  
This event is where the children hear the “Pumpkin Parable:” 
inside, and then rotate outside for stories and a pumpkin hunt 
along the trail behind the church.  We also have special music 
and crafts that day!  

Our teachers will attend a continuing education opportunity 
hosted by the New Garden Friends School in October, as well.  
It will be facilitated by a psychologist who is an expert in the 
complexities of  early childhood, so it’s perfect for us!  Thank 
you for all you do for the children and families and please con-
tinue to pray for our preschool ministry! Thank you!  Anne

KidZone All children ages 3 years thru 5th grade worship to-
gether in the Multi-Purpose Room! We will sing praise songs, 

hear a heart-changing lesson from the Bible, and reinforce 
our lesson with age-appropriate activities. God’s purpose 
is to grow His children to the likeness of Christ. Come see 
God’s hand at work in your life and the life of His Church! 

Pioneer Clubs We are enjoying a great start of this year.  We do 
have room for more and it’s never too late to join in on all the 
fun! As always, we welcome you to bring a friend.

Our outing this month will be on Oct 26th. We will have a day 
of hiking at Stone Mountain,  NC. If you want like to join us on 
this trip,  please contact Mr. Buck.  

Game Night is November 16th so mark your calendars! Bring a 
friend and join all the fun that Pioneers has to offer!

Trinity Youth Middle and high school students are encouraged 
to participate in Sunday morning activities led by our children 
and youth coordinator. Special events and activities will be 
scheduled for the fall semester.  There will be no regular Sunday 
evening meetings during the fall semester.

Scouts Our Cub Scout Pack 106 and Troop 104 have resumed 
meetings and are off to a great year in scouting. It’s never too 
late to join in.  Adult Leaders and girls are invited to join as well!  

Scouting provides youth with an opportunity to try new things, 
provide service to others, and build self-confidence. These op-
portunities not only help them when they are young but also 
carry forward into their adult lives, improving their relation-
ships, their work lives, their family lives, and the values by 
which they live. Come join us on Thursday evenings downstairs!

Upcoming Events:
Oct 8 - Mary Martha in Library 10:30 am

Oct 17 - Golden Heirs trip to Seafood Shack in
    Walkertown, NC.  Bus will leave at         
               10:45am

Oct 18 -  International Students Dinner

Oct 26 - Pioneer Club to Stone Mountain 

Oct 27 - Hotdogs at the Firepit at 5:00 pm

Oct 31 - “Last Thursday” Breakfast at 
                Oakcrest 8:30 am

Weekly Events:
Worship with us on Sundays 

at  8:30 am & 10:30  am 

Pioneers Club Sundays 5:00 pm

Men’s Prayer Hour Wednesday’s 7:30 am

Ladies Bible Study Wednesdays 9:30 am

Prayer Meeting Wednesdays  6:30 pm

Small Groups Thursdays 6:30 pm

Cub Scouts Thursdays 6:00 pm 
Boy Scouts Thursdays 7:00 pm

Choir Practice Thursdays 7:30 pm

Finance Report: Because of hail damage and an insurance 
settlement, the shingled roof on the sanctuary has been 
replaced without cost to the church. Members have donat-
ed mowers and time to keep our grounds looking trim and 
neat to reduce landscaping expense.  However, giving to 
our general fund has been slow this summer resulting in a 
$28,700 shortfall in income versus expense. Please pray 
that God will supply the church’s need, give as God blesses 
you, attend our weekly worship services, and invite some-
one to enjoy what God is doing through Trinity’s ministries!

Eddy Summers, Elder of Finance

It’s that time again -  to select elders for 2019. We are 
on the lookout for qualified, God called, Holy Spirit 
filled men to serve on the 2020 Elder Board. 

Please be in prayer about whom you would want to 
nominate to serve Trinity Church as an Elder.  If you 
are an Elder that would like to serve again, please 
let us know.  

Music Notes...
Mark your calendars! Invite your family and friends! The choir will be presenting a Lessons and Carols service at 
our 10:30 service on Sunday, December 15. Music will feature choir, string quartet, oboe, and trumpets, highlight-
ing some of your favorite Christmas Carols. We will have our Christmas Music Choir Retreat on Saturday, October 
12 at 9:30 am-12:30 pm. 

We invite anyone who would like to join the choir for this special Christmas music to come to the retreat and come 
to our choir rehearsals on Wednesdays at 7:30. We will practice 
Christmas music first at each rehearsal, so that any visiting members 
can attend the first part of rehearsal. 

Please contact Liz Doebler if you are interested.

Join us for hotdogs, smores, 
fun and fellowship by the fire!

Sunday, 
October 27
5:00 pm

Trinity Church has a NEW mailing address!
 

Trinity Church
5603 W Friendly Ave, Ste B - #253

Greensboro, NC 27410



Trinity Church Staff :
Marc Putnam, Pastor  •  Dana Martin, Office Administrator  •  Sue Bailey, Financial Manager  

Liz Doebler, Worship Director  •  Mengfei Xu, Organist/Pianist
Anne Prudente, Preschool

From the Pastor-
The Cloisters

People who love Jesus and His church are concerned. We 
are concerned because almost everywhere the gospel of 
Christ seems to be losing its place in the American imagi-
nation. This is evidenced by declining church attendance, 
the loss of a younger generation’s interest, and a general 
decline in moral and ethical standards. 

There are exceptions. Church planters sometimes gath-
er large, targeted groups defined by age, ethnicity, social 
status. Charismatic church leaders sometimes attract a fol-
lowing. But these are the exceptions.

The current crisis has forced a serious reflection on lo-
cal church ministry. What is the particular call for Trinity 
Church? What is our mission? We know we need to work 
hard to see the kingdom of God take root in our commu-
nity. How should we work harder? What new programs or 
outreach do we need? How do we attract more people? 
These are good questions but, perhaps, they are not the 
first question.

Eugene Peterson has helped me understand what I believe 
God’s future call for Trinity Church might look like. Peter-
son writes:

“Secularism marginalizes and eventually obliterates two 
essentials of human fullness: intimacy and transcen-
dence. Intimacy: we want to experience human love and 
trust and joy. Transcendence: we want to experience di-
vine love and joy. We are not ourselves by ourselves…We 
hunger for divine meaning, someone who will bless us.”

“Evangelicals have been uncritically internalizing the 
world’s ways and bringing them into churches without 
anyone noticing. In particular, we have internalized the 
world’s fascination with technology and its enthusiasm for 
activities…Instead of being brought before God and led 
to acquire a taste for the holy mysteries of transcendence 
in worship, we are talked to and promoted endlessly, to 
try this and attend that. We are recruited for church roles 
and positions in which we can shine, validating our use-
fulness by our function.”

“We go to our leaders for help, and they don’t seem to 
know what we are talking about. They sign us up for a 
program in stress management. They recruit us for a tour 
of the Holy Land. They enroll us in a course in family dy-
namics…When we don’t seem interested, they talk faster 
and louder. When we drift somewhere else, they hire a 
public relations consultant to devise a campaign designed 
to attract us and our friends…But they don’t attract us. 
We are after what we came for in the first place: intimacy 
and transcendence, personal friends and a personal God, 
love and worship.” (Eugene Peterson, Living the Message, 
pages 241-245)

Peterson has given me a personal mission statement for 
this last season of my ministry. It is summarized in two 
words: intimacy and transcendence. I want to be about 
caring well for others and for leading worship that allows 
a place for the Holy Spirit to move without frantic, human 
driven excitement.

A few weeks ago I was pulling some weeds from the 
planter in the small court yard between the sanctuary and 
the CLC. Just for a moment, I thought about the cloisters; 
the quiet, private places in the medieval monasteries. The 
clergy who withdrew into the monasteries came out of 
the world, not to escape the world. They withdrew into 
the monasteries and spent time listening to God in order 
to gain a divine perspective. From the center of an experi-
ence with the transcendent God, the work of these Chris-
tians was to pray for the world and then, in Jesus name, to 
serve the world. Something inside of me wanted to make 
a sign to put over the entrance to our courtyard. It would 
read “The Cloisters.” It would serve as a mission statement 
for the church and as a protest against church burnout. 
Could Trinity be a place to come out of the technology 
and enthusiasm for activities, to find friendship with God 
and each other? Sometime later I thought better of mak-
ing the sign. That mission seems too simple. That mission 
probably wouldn’t work in our secularized church envi-
ronment. Youth and parents wouldn’t understand it.  Rela-
tionships and transcendence are quite out of style.

- Pastor Marc
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ys 1st – Joan Parker
4th – Robbie Hughes
5th – Tom Cook
7th – Adebie Coker
7th – Sam Summers
10th – Carmen Cox
12th – Alcidea Lakhavani
13th – Lynn Wood

13th – Allen Wood
17th – Dot Bowden
17th – Danny Parker
20th – Rebekah Putnam
22nd – Todd Jessup
22nd – Alfred Sesay
27th – Mary Anne Scherff
27th – Erica Summers

28th – Vitoria Lakhavani
29th – Carol Bensen
29th – Steve Joyce, Jr. 

Happy Birthday to 
those who are 

celebrating a birthday 
of whom we 

are not aware.  

As I read the following report from Tim and Helen Smith in 
Congo, I was reminded of Lamin Sanneh’s seminal work in mis-
siology, “Whose Religion Is Christianity?” Sanneh chronicles 
the resurgence of Christianity in Africa after the general with-
drawal of white missionaries in the 1960s. White missionaries 
gave African Christians two gifts. The first was the Bible trans-
lated into indigenous languages. The second was the example 
of the martyrs. Waves of white missionaries came, contracted 
tropical disease, and died. 

We praise God for medical advances that now treat tropical dis-
ease. But sickness is still a reality for missionaries. In a previous 
report Helen reported that Tim had had a recurrence of malaria 
and now Helen reports the same. Helen is returning to the U.S. 
for a screening after treatments for breast cancer. Our mission-
aries are certainly displaying incredible, sacrificial love.

Greetings Prayer Warriors for Congo Discipleship!

It’s a joy to share with you again - one last time from Zulu before 
I head back to the States- though I’ll do my best to try to get 
updates from Congo while Stateside and pass them on to you.

Praise God!  The Discipleship Committee meeting last Friday 
went well. One wrinkle - I started feeling sick with malaria after 
our morning session and had to excuse myself the rest of the 
time to begin a cure and rest.

Praise God!  I’ve already recovered and feel in good shape to be-
gin my trip back to the U.S. on Saturday.  Thank you for praying 

for me:  my travels, my medical appointments and tests.  Thank 
you for praying for Tim:  peace of mind, body and spirit during 
my absence.

The Committee decided it would be good to bring together all 
the Discipleship Seminar Teachers from last year’s teacher-train-
ing seminars (15 people) for a “refresher course”.  That will be 
happening next week - Oct. 1-4.  We appreciate your prayers for 
safety as several will be coming by motorcycle from long dis-
tances over very bad roads.  Please pray for Tim and others who 
will be leading the course and for all who attend to be enriched 
and energized in their discipleship ministry.

On Tuesday afternoon we had a WONDERFUL visit from Cov-
enant President John Wenrich and his wife Julie, along with Al 
Tizon, Ex. Secretary of Serve Globally.  It was very special to in-
troduce them to our Zulu Disciple Families and share what God 
is doing at Zulu Camp and Discipleship Center.  THANK YOU 
for praying for their travels.  All the flying between major church 
regions went well.  The weather cooperated perfectly with rain 
falling only in the evenings so the MAF pilot didn’t have to ma-
neuver around storms.  Tuesday night our missionary staff had 
supper with the visitors and got to share more with the visitors.

Willy and Nadege will be coming next week to be part of the re-
fresher course.  It will be good to get their news and know better 
how to continue to pray for them.

We are ever grateful for your prayers, Dear Friends.  
Love and Blessings,  Helen and Tim


