
Appendix to Bylaws of Trinity Church 
Biblical and Theological Foundations 

 
The following Biblical and theological standards were incorporated into the first bylaws of 
Trinity Church in 1978. Over the years there have minor additions and clarifications. These 
standards still serve as a reliable guide for the spiritual life of the Trinity Congregation. 
 
The Church 
 
Trinity Church is a pilgrim people under the Lordship of Christ. We hold our confessional in the 
context of Scriptural Christianity, church history and those landmark documents which have 
proven to be firmly foundational. The purpose of this document is to aid our people who seek 
understanding of our faith, authentic worship, effective evangelical persuasion, openness to 
God's concern, courageous ministries and effective administration. 
 
Nature and Purpose: The Church of Jesus Christ is the community of all true believers under His 
Sovereign Lordship. This church, the Body of Christ, is one because it shares one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism. It is holy because it belongs to God and is set apart for His purposes in the world. 
It is apostolic because it partakes of the authority granted to the apostles by Christ Himself. It is 
universal because it includes all believers, both living and dead, in every nation, regardless of 
denominational affiliation. Its authenticity is to be found wherever the pure Word of God is 
preached and taught; wherever the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion are 
celebrated in obedience to Christ's command; wherever the gifts of the Holy Spirit build up the 
body and bring spiritual growth; wherever the Spirit of God creates a loving, caring fellowship 
and a faithfulness in witness and service to the world; and wherever discipline is administered 
with love under the guidance of the Word of God. The church, as the Bride of Christ, will 
ultimately be joined with her Lord in triumphant glory. 
 
The Savior came into the world to establish one church (Matt. 16:18), the members of which 
belong to various denominations differing widely in doctrine and government, yet they form 
one body, of which Christ is the Head (Col 1:18) 
 
All the redeemed are brethren (Matt 23:8) and members of the church (I Cor. 12:20). The 
church is spoken of in the scriptures as a family (Eph. 2:19), which should not be divided against 
itself (Mark 3:25, Matt 12:25) 
 
All the principals and operations (I Cor. 12:6) and officers (Rom 12:4-8) of the church ought to 
harmonize in the administration (I Cor. 12:5) of the Redeemer’s Kingdom on earth, to the end 
that all the members (I Cor. 12:12-13) may be brought into fellowship (I John 1:3,6,7) and 
communion with one another. 
 
It is opposed to contentions and schisms in the body (I Cor. 12:25). Envying, strife, and divisions 
(I Cor. 3:3-4) are hurtful to the church and antagonistic to the teaching and spirit of Christianity 
(I Cor. 1:10).  



 
Its purpose is to follow the Great Commission of Jesus and to propagate the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal. 5:22-23) and to cultivate brotherly love (I John 4:7) 
 
It fosters the essential doctrines of fundamental evangelical Christianity, including the great 
Historic Statements of Faith, by which the church has been established and maintained. 
 
It remands to private judgement the peculiar doctrines and tenets which have confused and 
divided the Christian world and hence they cease to be matters of debate when such debate 
tends to strife (I Cor. 1:13). 
 
It requires no compromise of faith on the part of any follower of Christ in order to have 
communion or fellowship (Matt. 23:8, Luke 9:50). In it denominational disctinctives cease to 
exist and Christian love binds the brotherhood together (1 Thess. 4:9). 
 
 
Distinctive Emphases:  
 
In fulfilling these purposes at Trinity Church the following distinctive emphases are maintained: 

 
1. The Lordship of Jesus Christ over the local church, its leadership and believers, in 

every area of life. 
 

2. The necessity of personal and corporate obedience to God's Word, the Bible, and 
teaching it consistently in the assembly. 

 
3. The centrality in the church's ministry of local evangelism and worldwide missions. 

 
 

4. A realization that God has chosen to work through the local church in accomplishing 
His work and other Christian organizations must be properly related to local 
churches in fulfilling their ministries. 
  

5. An open fellowship of Christians based on love for Christ Himself· rather than on 
denominationalism, ceremony and organization which enables us to love one 
another and to maintain our unity in the Spirit. 

 
6. The importance of the family as the basic unit of society and of the local church. 

 
7. The necessity of the sacrificial involvement, in time and resources, of every believer 

as he exercises his spiritual gifts in the ministry of the local church. 
  



8. The importance of Christians living Godly lives as directed by the Scriptures and the 
Holy Spirit avoiding the bondage both of legal observance of many rules on the one 
hand and of conformity to the world's value system on the other. 
  

9. The normality of spiritual growth in a believer and the tragedy of spiritual 
immaturity making vitally important the encouragement and tutoring of every 
believer in Christ so that he is well grounded in the faith and able to minister to 
others. 

 
10. The personal return of our Lord Jesus Christ to claim His bride, the church. 

 
11. Tolerance toward the individual's mode of baptism, not making an issue for either 

fellowship or membership. 
 

12. The regular observation of the Lord's Supper as instituted by Christ until He comes 
again, with all who know and love Jesus invited to partake. 

 
Statement of Faith 
 
We stand in the center stream of evangelical doctrine, loyal heirs to all that has been given the 
church through the ages past, as Wesley claimed it, “ ... of the whole church in the purest ages.”  
 
Our Gospel is rooted in the Biblical revelation of God's gracious act in Jesus Christ, meeting 
man's deepest need by His own self-giving love. We insist on the integrity of Christian truth 
even while allowing for respectable latitude in its interpretation. There is a "marrow" of 
Christian truth that can be identified and conserved. This living core is revealed in Scripture, 
illuminated by tradition, vivified in personal experience and confirmed by reason. We affirm the 
historic faith of our church. Our theological understanding of this faith is expressed in the 
landmark documents of the Apostles' Creed, Nicene Creed, Wesley's revision of the Thirty-nine 
Articles of Religion and the Covenant Affirmations of the Evangelical Covenant Church. These 
articles of faith are incorporated by reference in these Bylaws. 
 
Sacraments and Ordinances 
 
All sacraments, ceremonies, ordinances, order of worship, church ritual, psalters, canticles and 
other acts of praise shall be according to the ancient and modem treasure of devotion. Trinity 
has a two-fold tradition of worship ... both liturgical and free. It is liturgical in that it recalls rites 
proscribed for worship in the United Methodist Book of Worship and the Evangelical Covenant 
Church's The Covenant Book of Worship, including the historic prayers, sacramental liturgies 
and creeds. Worship at Trinity Church is free in that it is not bound by these rites and while 
retaining the essential elements of Christian worship, may use a variety of expressions and 
sequences to glorify God and bring persons to saving faith in Christ.  
 
 



Baptism 
 
Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, instituted by the Lord Jesus, and should be 
perpetuated and strictly observed (Matt. 28: 19).  
 
By this solemn ordinance we profess to have put on Christ (Gal. 3:27), and so it is a sign of 
regeneration and remission of sins (Acts 2:38), and of assurance of walk in newness of life 
(Rom. 6:3, 5). On a corporate level, baptism is invitation and incorporation into the body of 
Christ (l Cor. 12:13, 26, 27). Baptism shall be by immersion, sprinkling or pouring of water as 
elected by the believer or by believing parents on behalf of their children.  
 
The Lord’s Supper  
 
The Lord Jesus, the. same night in which He was betrayed, instituted a sacrament called the 
Lord's Supper, to be observed in His church in perpetual remembrance of Him, showing forth 
His death till he comes (I Cor. 11 :23-26).  
 
This sacrament, which is the communion of the blood and body of Christ (I Cor.10:16), should 
be given unto. and received by all true followers of our Lord (I Cor.10:17); however, everyone 
should carefully examine themselves that they may not eat and drink in an unworthy manner, 
not discerning the Lord's body (I Cor.11:27, 28, 29). 
 
 


